
 

 
 
Dear University Supporter, 
 
I’m pleased to tell you that the University of Nebraska’s proposal to continue our partnership with the state on building 
renovation and renewal projects now has a bill number and sponsor. Speaker of the Legislature Galen Hadley has 
introduced our proposal as LB 858. We are grateful to the Speaker for his support of this important legislation. 
 
Our bill will next be assigned to a legislative committee, and I expect it will receive a hearing in February. We will keep 
you informed on how you can support our proposal as it moves through the legislative process. You can find detailed 
information about our proposal – including a video and written materials – here, but following are a few key points to 
keep in mind: 
 

 The partnership between the university and state to keep NU facilities up-to-date began in 1998 and has been 
remarkably successful. Competitive facilities have helped us provide an excellent education to our students, attract 
and retain top talent, and build quality academic programs. 
 

 NU buildings make up 70 percent of the state’s net total building assets. The state has a stake in continuing to 
partner with us to maintain these valuable assets. If we want to be successful in today’s competitive higher 
education environment, quality facilities are critical. 

 

 We understand policymakers are balancing many priorities. We are not asking the state to help us fund every 
renovation need. Instead, we are taking a focused and strategic approach to addressing capital needs. Our priority 
renovation projects are aligned with shared priorities of the university and state, like undergraduate education, 
research and STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) programs, and they focus on buildings with large 
classroom or lab space that is heavily used by students and employees. 

 

 Our proposal would have a significant economic impact in Nebraska. According to the UNO Center for Public Affairs 
Research, the renovation projects we’ve identified would support more than 5,200 jobs and generate $640 million in 
total economic output, $222 million in labor income and $8.3 million in state sales and income tax. 

 
Senators are still in the process of introducing bills, and we will continue to monitor legislation as it is brought forward 
and update you on issues that impact the university. We look forward to discussing LB 858 with policymakers in the 
months ahead and working together to continue a partnership that has served the university and state well. 
 
Thank you for your support of the University of Nebraska. 
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